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Where Education Is the Adventure! 



What is Natureõs Class-

Experiential Approach  Every activity at Natureôs Classroom is designed to connect participants to what they 
are learning by providing hands-on experiences for each of the subjects being taught. 
Customized Program and Schedule  Almost everything about the Natureôs Classroom program is custom 
planned for each group.  The Natureôs Classroom Program Director works with each groupôs trip organizer to 
help design a program to best fit the needs and goals of the group.  Arrival times, departure times, activity 
choices, group and cabin assignments, and any specific subject emphasis are all customized for each group.   
Exceptional Staff  Natureôs Classroom hires teachers who are passionate about the program, education, and 
sharing their knowledge with the participants who attend.  Teachers come from a variety of backgrounds, but 
are united by the common goals of the Natureôs Classroom program.  All teachers are certified in First Aid/CPR, 
and pass a criminal background check prior to employment. 
Rustic Natural Setting  The Natureôs Classroom facility is located in a beautiful bend of the Little River on 
Lookout Mountain in Mentone, Alabama.  During the summer months, Natureôs Classroomôs facility is the home 
of Riverview Camp For Girls, one of the southôs premier residential summer camps.  An open air gymnasium,  
rustic cabins, grassy fields, scenic trails, and majestic rock formations along a gorgeous river all make Natureôs 
Classroom the perfect setting for learning in the outdoors! 
Dedicated Support  Natureôs Classroom is dedicated to supporting and serving the groups who attend 
throughout the planning process, including providing representatives for any presentations to faculty,  
administration, parents, and/or potential participants. 

Why Natureõs Classroom? 

Experiential Education Center  Natureôs Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain is a hands-on educational  
program with an emphasis on team building and experience-based learning in an outdoor setting. 
Founded In 1973  Natureôs Classroom has been operating at different sites around the country since 1973 and 
Natureôs Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain has been at the current site in Mentone, Alabama since 1991. 
Proven Record of Success  Every year thousands of participants from public schools, private schools, and 
home school groups attend Natureôs Classroom as a way to support and enhance traditional classroom learning.  
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, youth groups, and other groups also attend Natureôs Classroom for custom programs.  
Grounded Philosophy  Natureôs Classroom believes that success in education requires experiential education 
as well as traditional classroom instruction and a mixture of both provides an effective way to reach all students. 
Accredited Program and Facility  Natureôs Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain is one of the few programs to 
be accredited by both the American Camp Association and the Association for Experiential Education. 



Trip Logistics 

Reservations  Groups are encouraged to schedule as far in advance as possible to ensure availability of desired 
dates.  After calling (256.634.4443) or e-mailing (ncdirector@naturesclassroom.com) to check availability, reser-
vations can be made at any time.  The Reservation Form and deposit of $15 per person is required to complete 
the reservation.  For groups with fewer than 40 participants, a minimum deposit of $600 is required. 
Teacherôs Guide  Once the Reservation Form and deposit payment are received, the Natureôs Classroom 
Teacherôs Guide will be mailed to the trip organizer.  The Teacherôs Guide contains all the information and forms 
needed to plan and prepare for a trip to Natureôs Classroom. 
Easy Payment Plan  A deposit of $15 per person is required to complete the reservation.  For groups with few-
er than 40 participants, a minimum deposit of $600 is required.  After the deposit payment, 50% of the 
remaining balance is due September 1st for fall groups or February 1st for spring groups.  Final payment of the 
remaining balance is due upon the groupôs arrival at Natureôs Classroom. 
Teachers and Chaperones  For every 18 paying students, one adult (teacher, parent, or other chaperone) 
may attend free of charge.  Additional adults may attend, but will be charged the same rate as students.  For 
groups under 18 students, each attending adult will be charged the student rate. 
Scholarships  Natureôs Classroom is pleased to offer a limited number of scholarships available to students in 
financial need.  For every 20 paying students, one full scholarship is available for a student who receives free/
reduced lunch with the National School Lunch Program.  Private school students receiving financial aid from the 
school also qualify.  A letter from a school administrator is required to confirm eligibility for scholarships. 
Snack Shop  Groups may choose to have Natureôs Classroom open the snack shop at a scheduled time each 
afternoon during the program.  Groups that choose snack shop may either have participants bring money for 
snacks or prepay for the whole group by building the cost into the overall cost of the program.   
Gift Shop  Groups may choose to have Natureôs Classroom open the gift shop at a scheduled time on the last 
day of the program.  Groups that choose to have a gift shop time may either have participants bring money for 
gift shop items or prepay for a t-shirt (and/or other items) for the whole group. 



Field Group 

Field Hikes  While on hikes, participants learn about the various things they encounter on the trails.  Hikes also 
often include challenge activities and educational games along the way.   
Plant and Tree Identification  The hiking trails at Natureôs Classroom wind through a diverse ecosystem  
providing many varieties of plants and trees for participants to learn to identify.  
Rock Identification and Geology  Encountering large rock formations along the trail is a great opportunity to  
discuss rock types, the rock cycle, and to identify examples of sandstone and conglomerate. 
Leave No Trace  Participants learn and practice the seven principles of Leave No Trace as they travel the  
Natureôs Classroom trails together.  
Team Building  Games and initiatives present students with challenges that require communication and  
working together towards common goals.  
Low Challenge Course  High-functioning Field Groups who have completed a sequence of initiative challenges 
may have the opportunity to take their team building to the next level by moving on to the more advanced fixed 
elements of the Low Challenge Course.  
Group Processing  Group discussions following activities allow participants to process their experiences,  
completing the experiential education cycle and maximizing the potential for learning. 

Field Groups are an important part of every program and are a participantôs core small group during their time at 
Natureôs Classroom.  Field Groups consist of up to 16 students, an adult chaperone, and a Natureôs Classroom 
teacher.  Field Groups hike together, dine together, participate in team-building activities together, and some 
evening/large group activities also take place in Field Groups.   


